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Bill Type and Number:    Resolution 2016-813
Sponsor: Council Member Schellenberg
Date of Introduction: December 13, 2016
Committee(s) of Reference: LUZ; F
Date of Analysis: December 16, 2016
Type of Action: Petition to state legislature and Governor’s cabinet
Bill Summary: The resolution urges the Florida Legislature and Cabinet to dedicate conservation funds for water conservation projects in the environmentally sensitive areas of North and Central Florida and to provide fair and equal funding statewide from the Land Acquisition Trust Fund for important water protection projects; directing the Legislative Services Division to forward copies of this adopted resolution to the Florida Legislature and Cabinet.
Background Information: With an overwhelming majority, Florida voters passed the Florida Water and Land Conservation Amendment that provided a guaranteed source of conservation funds for the purpose of protecting all of Florida’s vital water resources.  The Florida Department of Environmental Protection has found that eighty percent of Florida’s lakes and seventy percent of Florida’s springs are considered impaired by excessive levels of nutrients like nitrogen and phosphorus.  In 2016, the Everglades and southern estuaries received 380 percent, or 4.8 times more Land Acquisition Trust Fund funding than statewide springs protection; a supermajority of conservation funding being dedicated to one project or Water Management District will jeopardize funding for other essential projects and priorities.  This resolution implores the Legislature and the Cabinet to allocate conservation funds through the Acquisition Trust Fund each year for water conservation projects in the environmentally sensitive areas of North and Central Florida.
Policy Impact: Water conservation
Fiscal Impact: Minimal
Analyst: Jackson
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